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HISTORY: 

¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ мфср 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƻŀǘƛƴƎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ !ŎǘΩΦ  Before this date the United States Coast 

DǳŀǊŘ ό¦{/Dύ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 The 2017 Boating Incident Statistical Report is compiled by the Tennessee Wildlife 

Resources Agency (TWRA), Boating & Law Enforcement Division.  The data used in this report is 

retriŜǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ άǊŜǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ ¢²w! ƻŦŦicers who 

investigate boating incidents and report their findings on TWRA Boating Incident Report forms 

(BAR).  This data is for incidents which occur during the 2017 calendar year. 

 ¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ άǊŜǇortable boating inŎƛŘŜƴǘέΣ ŀƴ ƛƴcident must involve death, 

missing person, an injury which requires or should have required treatment beyond first aid, or 

property damage of $2,000 or more.  Tennessee requires operators involved in an incident to 

immediately notify TWRA and provide certain information to the investigating officer.  TWRA 

officers are required by Agency policy to investigate incidents that meet the reporting criteria. 

 TWRA officers also investigate commercial whitewater boating incidents that occur 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭέΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘ 

to capture statistical data and ensure compliance with the law.  

 At the end of each calendar year, boating incident data is compiled and assembled into 

¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŀƭȅzed in an effort to formulate pro-active 

plans to reduce the number of boating incidents and their related fatalities, injuries, and 
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property damage.  The incident information is also reported to the USCG Office of Boating 

Safety in Washington, D.C. to be included in the National Boating Accident Database consisting 

of data from all U.S. states, commonwealths, and territories. 

 

Any questions concerning this report should be directed to: 

 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 

Boating & Law Enforcement Division ς Investigations 

P.O. Box 40747 

Nashville, TN 37204 

Telephone: (615) 781-6682 
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2017 TENNESSEE BOATING INCIDENT STATISTICAL REPORT 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
2017  REPORTABLE BOA TING IN CIDENTS  

¶ The total number of registered vessels  in 201 7 was  248,475 . That was a 

de crease  of  6,005  from 2016 . 

¶ The total number of reportable  incidents  in 2017  was 105 . That was a  

de crease  from 201 6 which had 132 .  

¶ The in cident rate  for 2017  was 42.3  per 100,000  registered vessels. This 

was a  de crease  from 2 016  which was  51 .9  per 100,000 .  

¶ The bodies  of water  that reported the most in cidents w ere  Kentucky  Lake  

and Norris Lake with 1 2  in cidents  each.  

¶ The county  that reported the most in cidents was Franklin  County  with  8 .  

¶ The monetary amount  of damage resulting from boating in cide nts in 2017  

was  $ 584,016 .  This was a de crease  fro m 2016  which reported  

$ 1,252,545 .  

¶ The most common type of boat  involved in an in cident was an open 

motorboat .  

¶ The leading type of in cident  was Collision with Vessel with  48  occurrences .  

¶ The most common operation  during an in cident was recreational cruising .  

¶ The leading primary cause  of in cidents was  improper lookout .  

¶ Alcohol and/or drug use  was a primary cause in 9.1%  of in cidents  in 2017 . 

This was a n in crease  from 2016  which  was 5.8% of in cidents.  
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¶ Rented or borrowed vessels  were involved in 12.4 %  of in cidents  in 2017 . 

This was a  de crease  from 2016  which was 20.5% of  incidents.  

¶ The most likely  time  to be involved in an in cident was between the hours of 

4 pm to 8 pm .  

¶ The most likely day of the week to be involved in an in cident was Sunday .   

¶ The leading age group  of o perators to be involved in an in cident was 46 

through 50  years old . 

 

 

 

2017  BOATING FATALITIES  

The  number  of  recreational  boating fatalit ies for 2017  was 16 . This was a  de crease  from 

201 6 which reported 22 .  

¶ The type of in cident  that resulted in the most fatalities was Collision with fixed 

object  with 5  occurrences.  

¶ The type of vessel  that was most common in fatal in cidents was the Open 

Motorboat  with 8  incidents .   

¶ The length of vessel that was most common in fatal in cidents was 16ô through 26ô 

with 10 incidents . 

¶ The body of water that was most likely t o involve a fatal incident was Kentucky  

Lake with 5  incidents.  

 

2017  INJURY IN CIDENTS  

¶ The number of injury in cidents in 2017  was 38  resulting in 53  injuries .  

¶ The leading contributing cause of injury in cidents was improper lookout .  

¶ The type of in cidents that re sulted in the most injuries was  collision with vessel  

with  14  occurrences . 

¶ The body of water that produced the most injury in cidents was Kentucky Lake with  

6  incidents .  

 

201 7  PROPERTY DAMAGE IN CIDENTS  

¶ The number of p roperty damage incidents in 201 7 was 49 . This was a  de crease  

from 2016  which reported 63 .  

¶ The type of in cident that most commonly resulted in property damage was Collision 

with Vessel  with 33  occurrenc es.  

¶ The body of water that repo rted the most property damage in cidents was Norris  

Lake  with 8  incidents.  

 

 

2017  PERSONAL WATERCRAFT (PWC) IN CIDENTS  

¶ The number of PWCôs involved in incidents in 2017  was 10 , a decrease fro m 2016  

which reported 12 .  

¶ The number of PWCôs involved in injury incidents in 2017  was 8 , a de crease  from 

2016  which reported 9 .  

¶ The number of PWCôs involved in fatal incidents in 2017  was 0 , which is  a de creas e 

from  2016  which reported 2 .   

¶ The leading primary cause  for PWC in cidents w as Improper Lookout  with 2 

occurrences  each .  

¶ The body of water  with the most PWC accidents was  Kentucky Lake  with 2  

incidents . 
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¶ The most common operator age group to be involved in PWC incidents  was 16 - 20 

and  21 - 25 with 4  operators  each .  

 

 

 

2017  RECREATIONAL PADDLECRAFT INCIDENTS   

¶ The number of recreational paddle craft  incidents  in 2017  was 8 .  This was a 

in crease  from 201 6 which reported 6 .  

¶ The number of recreational paddle craft  fatalities in 2017  was 2 .   This  was a  

de crease  from  2016  which reported 4 .  

¶ The type of incident that resulted in the most fatalities was Capsizing  with 1  

occurrence. The incident type for the other fatality is unknown.  

¶ The number of injuries from recreational paddle  craft incidents in 2017  was 4 .   This 

was  an in crease  from 2016  which reported 2 . 

2017  WHITEWATER COMMERCIAL INCIDENTS  

¶ The number of commerc ial whitewater incidents in 2017  was 9.  This was a de crease  

from 2016  which reported 11 .  

¶ The number of commercial whitew ater boating fatalities for 2017  was 0 .  This 

stayed the same  from 2016  which reported 0 .  

¶ The number of injuries resulting from commerci al whitewater activities in 2017  was 

9 .  This was a de crease  from 2016  which reported 11 . 

¶ All commercial whitewater incidents investigated occurred in Polk County  on the 

Ocoee River .   

2017  LAW ENFORCEMENT SUMMARY  

¶ Total boating law enforcement hours                  88,473               

¶ On-Water law enforcement hour(boat log hours)   56,365   

¶ Boating citations issued                                              2,353  

¶ BUI arrests                                                                       118   

¶ Warning citations issued          1,8 13    

¶ Vessels inspected by law enforcement                            64,037   

¶ Search and rescue missions                                                  80  

¶ Total number of boating enforcement officers                       186   full time  

                                                                                                       45   part time  

                                                                                                   231   total  

¶ Officers trained in BUI detection in 2017             10                                

¶ Officers trained in accident investigation  in 2017             10                                  

 

 

2 017  BOATING EDUCATION SUMMARY  

In 2005 a law went into effect that required vessel operators born after January 1, 1989 to 

have onboard the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) - issued Boating Safety 

Education Certificate.  Students must pass a monitored exam administered by appoin ted 

volunteers or TWRA personnel.  All exams are approved by the National Association of State 

Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA).  

¶ Number of persons successfully c ompleting exam in 2017   6,627            

¶ Number of persons successfully completing exam sinc e 2005     61,133   
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                           Boat Incident Report Statistics - Compiled From 1965 through 2017

NUMBER

YEAR REGISTERED VESSELS INJURED FATALITIES INCIDENTS          INJURED              FATAL INCIDENTS

1965 70,899 6 2 13 8.5 2.8 18.3

1966 81,897 13 8 33 15.9 9.8 40.3

1967 90,844 11 29 51 12.1 31.9 56.2

1968 97,785 16 18 54 16.4 18.4 55.2

1969 122,958 16 27 40 13 21.9 32.5

1970 120,292 18 40 51 14.9 33.3 42.4

1971 140,370 1 22 18 0.7 15.7 12.8

1972 153,227 9 25 48 5.9 16.3 31.3

1973 174,729 13 47 72 7.4 26.9 41.2

1974 189,290 27 37 64 14.3 19.5 33.8

1975 204,499 49 30 95 23.9 14.7 46.5

1976 169,543 30 26 90 17.7 15.3 53.1

1977 182,752 64 35 102 35 19.2 55.8

1978 215,292 32 29 84 14.9 13.5 39

1979 183,224 46 37 84 25.1 20.2 45.8

1980 185,298 78 30 92 42.1 38.9 49.6

1981 186,221 41 38 78 22 20.4 41.9

1982 187,850 38 32 71 20.2 17 37.8

1983 192,018 46 32 93 23.9 16.7 48.4

1984 196,446 47 24 69 23.9 12.2 35.1

1985 200,582 36 22 74 17.9 10.9 36.9

1986 207,409 49 28 82 23.6 13.5 39.5

1987 214,646 50 26 90 23.3 12.1 41.9

1988 224,709 51 15 89 22.7 6.7 39.6

1989 233,403 39 24 73 16.7 10.3 31.3

1990 241,632 41 19 72 16.9 7.7 29.8

1991 247,661 48 16 91 19.4 6.5 36.7

1992 255,043 60 11 90 23.5 4.3 35.3

1993 264,194 50 14 82 18.9 5.3 31

1994 275,597 74 11 109 26.9 3.9 39.6

1995 288,834 88 7 151 11.1 2.4 52.3

1996 297,719 75 31 154 25.2 10.4 51.7

1997 306,215 47 16 119 15.3 5.2 38.9

1998 312,030 84 11 168 26.9 3.5 53.8

1999 314,620 120 19 186 38.1 6 59.1

2000 269,583 110 19 221 40.8 7 81.9

2001 256,670 111 11 174 43.2 4.3 67.8

2002 259,235 101 21 182 38.9 8.1 70.2

2003 261,636 142 17 213 54.6 6.1 80.6

2004 261,465 173 31 210 66.1 11.8 80.3

2005 267,567 108 10 169 41.5 3.7 63.5

2006 271,687 129 16 222 47.5 5.9 81.7

2007 274,914 111 17 189 40.4 6.2 68.7

2008 271,455 116 20 159 42.4 7.4 58.2

2009 269,361 104 22 158 38.6 8.2 58.7

2010 266,185 131 19 167 49.2 7.1 62.7

2011 258,096 105 24 162 40.7 9.3 62.8

2012 259,632 127 18 171 49 6.9 65.8

2013 257,451 103 25 154 40 9.7 59.9

2014 256,862 80 17 134 31.1 6.6 52.2

2015 257,172 77 14 136 29.9 5.4 52.9

2016 254,480 79 22 132 31 8.6 51.9

2017 248,475 53 16 105 21.3 6.4 42.3

Averages 66 22 113 27 12 49

                                                                                          RATE  PER 100,00 VESSELS
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